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New York to adopt MCG tool
By Tom Corwin| Staff Writer 

Friday, September 29, 2006
 

Mary Stansell remembers sitting on her couch last November not quite sure what was going on. 

File/Staff
The REACH Cart, which transmits patient information electronically, is one of the main components of the REACH MD Consult.
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"I just told my husband, I said, 'Jim, look at my hand. It's just flopping every which way, and I can't control it,'" said Mrs. Stansell, 64, of Elberton. "He got up, and he said, 'Your face looks 
strange. And you sound different.'"

The paralysis went all the way down the right side of her body, and it became obvious to the couple she was having a stroke. 

After being rushed to Elbert Memorial Hospital, however, Mrs. Stansell caught a big break - the hospital is connected via two-way telemedicine technology to neurologists at Medical 
College of Georgia Hospital and Clinics. She was cleared to receive a clot-busting drug and within five minutes could move her right arm again.

"I could actually feel my face returning to normal," she said.

Now, patients in New York who also live in rural areas might benefit from the same technology. New York State Health Commissioner Dr. Antonia C. Novello announced Thursday that 
the state would be adopting the REACH telemedicine technology developed by MCG and marketed through a spinoff company called REACH MD Consult. 

The two-way system will connect its rural "spoke" hospitals where a neurologist might not be readily available to larger urban "hub" hospitals that can provide a stroke consultation. 

The state is providing a $12 million pool of money for the hospitals to contract for service, which will cost about $78,000 for a three-year contract, said health department spokesman 
Marc Carey. 

About 80 percent of strokes are caused by clots, but in order to get a clot-dissolving drug, generally a neurologist must read a CT scan to rule out a bleeding rupture in the brain, which is 
the other major cause of stroke. Many rural hospitals don't have neurologists or enough neurologists on call, so they can't offer the clot-busting drug, said David Hess, a co-founder of the 
REACH system and chair of the Department of Neurology at MCG. 

This technology lets rural New York hospitals work together to do that, Dr. Hess said. It is now two urban hub hospitals connected to 14 rural spoke hospitals, but three more hub 
hospitals will be coming on line and with 25-30 more spoke hospitals, Mr. Carey said.

"Obviously with stroke treatment, time is of the essence," he said. "By utilizing a program with this, we think that we're going to be able to get stroke victims the necessary treatment more 
quickly than at present and also see some significant reductions in rehabilitation time. It saves lives, cuts rehabilitation time, and it's good for the patient."

MCG is connected to nine rural hospitals, but that system is now dwarfed by New York's, Dr. Hess said.

"It's the most extensive state tele-stroke system in existence," Dr. Hess said. 

"It's really phenomenal. It shows the importance of health departments taking the bull by the horns and then bringing everything together."

Reach Tom Corwin at (706) 823-3213 or tom.corwin@augustachronicle.com.
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WHAT'S NEXT:

The Medical College of Georgia's REACH telemedicine system for treating stroke currently is connected to nine rural hospitals but is looking to add four or five more in 
Georgia. The system now is being adopted by New York and also may be utilized in Alaska.

From the Friday, September 29, 2006 edition of the Augusta Chronicle 

Exhibition center site gets more support
The Development Authority of Richmond County voted Thursday to officially endorse a riverfront location for the city's $25 million exhibition center.

Look familiar?
THE PROBLEM: "There's too much of it," said Steve Ekin, the director of the Georgia Surplus Property Division.
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5.  Mayor extends hand to parent five more 
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TopJobs

 
Augusta-area Top Jobs
Maintenance APT. MAINTENANCE TECH Must have truck, tools, trailer hitch. Must have prior apt. maintenance. Salary plus yearly bonus. NO LAYOFFS!! Channell-Realty.com 
706-738-8700 (more) 
Medical Assistant needed for busy specialty practice. Minimum 2 years xray experience preferred. Full time w | excellent benefits. Drug free work environment. Fax resume to 706-
736-4521 (more) 
GENERAL | TRADES Sawing & Drilling Operators Thinking about a career in construction? Earn $900+ wkly! We pay you to learn the trade. No exp. nec. Great benefits pkg., career 
path into mgmt po... (more) 
View all Augusta TopJobs 
Athens Top Jobs
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTIONIST Atlanta Dermpath Lab seeks exp FT Med Trans. Derm exp a plus. Pleasant working environ, Great benefits. E-mail or fax resume to: 
info@finantempleton.com or 404-851-1767 (more) 
View all Athens TopJobs 
Savannah Top Jobs
SAVANNAH CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Apply online today! www.savannah.chatham.k12.ga.us (more) 
View all Savannah TopJobs 
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